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GUILTY imni 
FOUND INNOCENT? 


¥N A SOUTH LONDON pnson there 
* are about two hundred prisoners: 
they arc allowed to wear their own 
clothes, they can have cigareties, beer 
and food sem in, they can have books 
and newspapers, they can have two 
visitors a day at least, more for legal 
purposes: they need do no w'ork. This 
sounds like a rniddle*class nightmare of 
a holiday-camp prison. Nevertheless, 
ail these privileges can, with the fear¬ 
some alchemy of the Prison Commis¬ 
sioners be turned inio punishments or a 
complex obstacle race. 

Laundry must be brought in by the 
prisoners’ friends and relatives but dirty 
clothes cannot be taken away until clean 
ones have been supplied. Food may be 
sent in as an shernativc not as an 
addition to pnson diet (sweets arc 
allowed but not biscuits) Every item 
sent is examined for contraband smugg¬ 
ling, eggs have been known to be cut 
in ha?f Sacchannes were forbidden 
ab they were classified as ^drugs'. Beer 
or wine are allowed but not spirits. 
Hctt H decanted and iCft in the ecli for 
about half-an-hour. Facilhies for heat¬ 
ing food appear to be rather primitive 
and not always available. Rolls are 
allowed but sandwiches are barred—who 
knows what they might contain? Food 
can be sent in as a meal from a local 
reaiaurani—which seems to have a 
monopoly—the cost is 13/6 for two 
meals. 

Books sent in must be new paper¬ 
backs 'Pornography' says the list in 
the food reception office is not allowed'. 
It would be odd if HMP allowed what 
the DPP bans. However this could 
jndicaic a censoi^hip by HMP—1 was 
once asked by a prison officer if The 
Hr fft hers Karamazov was sexy or 
smutty. I lold him J didn’t remember. 
Local newspapers are not allowed: ap¬ 
parently one is not allowed to read 
news of one’s own case. 

Both one’s visitors must arrive at the 
same time Visit* are made in the usual 
conditions of speaking to someone 
Ihrough a grille in a ^malt cubbyhole. 
At the same time all the adioining 
booths are occupied with conversing 
visitors so the acouitics—the invention 
of the microphone seems to have by¬ 
passed HMP and her Police Courts 
leave something lo be desired. Para¬ 
noics believe that the microphones are 
sccreicd in the ceiling. These visits are 
not allowed on the days when people 
can be expected lo have free time for 
Visits -no Sundays. Good Friday or 
Christmas Day and no evening visits* 

These friends visMing must be 're 
spect able’—whatever thai means and yet, 
when queueing up for visiting permits, 
one Is asked loud and clear what one's 
name and address is so that many of 
the people standing around can ah^urfa 
this information. The shock given lo 
same ‘respcciable’ people in finding that 
their friends and relatives are just as 
likely to gel into *1 rouble’ as the criminal 
classes—whoever they arc’ is added to 
by being forced to divulge aloud one’s 
address. 

However, tbe usual bureaucratic in¬ 
efficiency prevails and from time lo 
time prisoners gel lost—within the prison 
—or, more frequently, are away al court 
on ihc day that visitors arrive. Bureau¬ 
cratic efficiency is seen in operation 
when the rules and regulations are in¬ 
terpreted vigorously and visitors are 
turned away because they arrive too 
late, or because the quota has been 
filled Gifts brought along with more 
love than regard for regulations arc 
rotumed berausc the appropriate rule 
has not been conformed with. One 


senses the usual totalitarian atmosphere, 
*Everv thing that Is not forbidden is 
compulsory’. 

But hovering over everything is the 
climate of prison—the depressing sur¬ 
roundings, the inevitable din, the un¬ 
appetizing food, the emotional turmoil, 
the non-selcciivc companions and, worst 
of all. the lack of freedom, lack of 
chosen contacts, lack of varied living, 
lack of a sex-life, lack of the majority 
of amusements. The cynical utterance 
of an officer ‘You're here for punish¬ 
ment. not for nourishment’ was never 
more true. The deprivation, humitmtion 
and degradation of this life is more 
biller since the tantalizing fruits of 
liberty arc dangled in the privileges of 
being ‘on remand', only the substance 
of Ubeny is lacking. 

For in this prison all the inmates are 
innocent. They have not yet been 
found guilty. In such circumstances a 
man may remain for six months pro¬ 
viding that every eight days he appears 
bf lore ^a magistrate who can remand 
him for a further eight days until the 
prosecution (i.c. the police) arc ready 
to 'go to trlaL. This process may in 
itself take three months if you are 
unfortunate enough lo airrive in remand 
cells at the wrong time. One of the 
rewards of the guilty is that terms 
served on remand are deductible from 
sentences—if, in fact you are found to 
be innocent, the time scri'ed is 'just your 
hard luck, matel* 

The mere fact that one has been 
deiained *on remand' is sufficiont to 
carry associations of guilt in the minds 
of many people. A reaction is 'he 
must have done something otherwise 
he’d never have been in there’. It is 
not unknown for persons fo be detained 
on remand for a longer period than 
that usually given when found ‘guilty’ 
of the oltence. 

The simple facts of the remand system 
are sufficient to destroy the fond British 
illusion taught to us in civics, ‘everyone 
in British law is innoceni until they 
are found guilty'. Apart from questions 
of frame-ups, false evidence, perjury 
and mistaken identity, the two hundred 
remands in Brixton are a repudiation 
of this illusion. 

Jack Robinson. 

Alan Barlow and Fhllitp Carver are 
ex peeled lo go for fHal this Tliunjiduy. 
Alan Jms so far not been granted hail 
and utiliJ he dfiei he will he on remarid. 
MeaiiwJiiU money U needed for remand 
tojiiforlh Mild for defence cosf*, which 
will l>e liEgfi. 


Solidarity with 
Squatters! 

1 AST m Dm JsD AY Hon Bailiry and 
" Dermuid Urt-arnach were aricsicd 
and charged with 'malicious Jamugc- 
after being caught m a bouic that had 
been empty for two years and was due 
for demolition m a icdcvclopmcn) 
scheme. 

14on v/m releatied next day on bail but 
Dermuid was refused bail on (he 
grounds (Imt he has broken his la^t bail 
in which he promised U> refrain from 
entering empty properties. He is held in 
Ashford Remand Home until I lie case 
comes up this Wednesday 

The campaign contjnuct in Ilford 
despite police and council harassment. 


MoyDoy 
is Woikers’ Day 



May Day March 1968.—This year's march meets at Tower Hi!) 
1J.30 a*m., then on to Victoria Park for a day's enjoyment. 


IN BOTH AMERIC'A and the 
Soviet t inion. May Day is 
celebralcd: by ofl'tcial parades of 
Roais and bands m the former, aiul 
by displays of military micht in the 
la tier. In ibis country, however, 
many people conntrcl Mav Dav with 
the niaypoTe artd Motti's danchi", 

BiU May Day. May !, has been 
ihe Imdiiional day when workers 
refused U? work fbr their employers. 
The idea originated in America aiui 
formed part of a campaign by the 
American Federation of Labour in 
their struggle for an eighLliour day. 
Tills campaign grew from lire bitter 
and bloody strikes which had t:iken 
place earlier in Chicago wlicre, in 
1886, Ihe workers were fighting for 
I he same demand of an eighLhotir 
day. In those struggles, six men 
were killed by the pt.ilicc and many 
protest demonstrations followed. At 
one of these, when police were once 
again preparing to open ilrc, a bomb 
was thrown into their ranks. This 
and the subsequent gunfire between 
workmen and police resulted in the 
death of eight policemen and twenty 
workers. 

Eight anarchists, who had played 
a proniincpt part in the strike, were 
arrested and accused of ihe imirder 
of ihese policemen. Seven were later 
sentenced lo death, four finally being 
hanged and a fiflh commit ling 
suicide. At a faler enquiry into ihe 
case, a fiagranl breach of juslicc was 
revealed mid those men si ill in jail 
were released. 

hi iKHq, at a Congress in Pari.s, 
May I was iHlopied as a day of 
general strike, when wuikers would 
dema/ul the nufiielinn of ihe work 
ing huuJ-s to ciglil |xt ilay. Fioiii its 
firs! iulofition. May Day iius been 
a luainfeslitliHji nf jnlei iialfunal 
s-didurity. May Day, 18^10, became 
(Iju liist day wlieri workers stivppetl 
work and sIuhvciI I heir .sulklarit v 
with tlieir brothers iri all laiid- 

However, nowadays, (he iiUei- 
oaliunahsm that linked workmen 
and I heir si niggles ha alrnosi been 
Forgullcn. wo world wars have 
1 11 rned ihe labour move men I ifi on 
itself 10 become iiDinly nalionali.stic 
amb in mo.st euse'i, nuly conscious 
o) niuterial gains, 'the enoitnotis in- 
jikstices that workers faced in llic 
lasi and whicli hound iheni togetlier 
lave [iccii overcome. \\\cy are si III 
exploited, bul nni in such an open, 
ruthless II nd callous way, Hu( be¬ 
cause workers arc exploited, told 


what to do. pushed around, sacked 
etc., lhe:e is still a need for May 
Day. Workers throughout the world 
have more in conunon with each 
other than witli their rulers and 
employers. The exploiiaiion may 
differ from country lo country. bul 
only by degree. By comp,iiison, a 
worker here may be more wealthy 
I him his counterpart in Brazil, but 
he nevertheless occupies the same 
social position. 

STATE INTERVENTION 

Many an industrial struggle has 
been faugh I over die State's inter- 
venlion or rest riel ions on the labour 
movement. Throughout history, the 
Stale has stepped in with its laws, 
police and arniies when the people 
were demanding social justice or 
where a threat to the present astab- 
lished order existed. State iniervcn- 
lion is nothing new, From their 
inception, trade unions have had lo 
conlend with ii. 

It was because of the increasing 
interveniion, by means of the wage 
freeze legislaiion, that, two years 
ago, a small group of print workers 
in Meci Street revived the idea of 
May Day as a workers' day, A May 
Day Comniiitcc was set up to make 
the strike and demonslration planned 
for Ihe next year a much bigger 
success and in this they succeeded. 
Once again, the May Day Coni' 
rnitlee has put a lot of work in to 
achieve an even bigger Lurnout this 
year. 

It is becoming mure and more 
obvious tliat workeis will have to 
light noi only Uie employers, bul 
also the plans of Ihc l abour <!tw- 
errmieiil for Slate coiilrol of ihe 
la hour movemeiil, I he conlrol tivcr 
wages may well be ivlaxetl, bul in 
its jilace wall come nuich tighter coii- 
iroks llie pdicy pul forwairti in 
‘lij Idace of Sliife' would firmly 
shackle w'orkers because ri en- 
croaclics on the weaptm of sirikc. 
whicli is ihc only one the workers 
have I he plans arc aimed not so 
much III the unions as suclu Inil at 
ihe workers wlio arc jrrepared to 
si Higgle for dcmaiuls. The) arc 
I Meant (o curb tlie iiiiLihinry aiul in- 
de|H.Micfeiiee that sii often cnipfs in 
iiuhisiry lotliiy. Ilie Government is 
not wi I Tried niuuit llie 5 " oilicial 
.strikes, but idunit (be iinoJTichil 95 ’ 

I'ACE 1 HE SAME PROBLEMS 

Faced willi increasing compel i- 
lion, the employers in all countries 


turn to the State for assistance to 
keep workers in fine. Measures of 
this nature arc to be found in other 
countries* so, in fact, the struggle is 
an international one because wot 
kers face the same problems. 
Employers the world over, wliclher 
nalionally, or on an internationa! 
stale* such as Fords with factories 
in many countries* are trying to in¬ 
crease their profits at the expense of 
their workers. Increased producti¬ 
vity, modernisation and rationalisa¬ 
tion. have brought further exploita¬ 
tion. worsening of conditions and 
the sack- 

With the assistance of the State* 
ihe employers have carried out their 
plans. The May Day Committee 
leaflet says: Tf we arc not to become 
absolute slaves of the State, we must 
resist”and what better day to start 
this resistance than May Day— 
Workers^ Day—Thursday, May I / 

This is in fact happening because 
workers are waking up to this. The 
Liverpool Tmdes Council. Surrey 
AEF shop stewards and London 
dockers are calling for action on 
May Day, t hope those in London 
will Join the May Day Committee’s 
rally at Tower Hill and march with 
us to Victoria Park and enjoy the 
rest of the day with music, dancing, 
games,, plays^ etc. No violence* no 
appealing to Parliament—just a 
solid act of defiance by taking tfie 
day off, enjoying our^lves and 
showing both the employers and the 
Covemment that we are not yet the 
slaves they would like us to be,* 

Unlike the Communist Party who 
want to ‘recall the TUC* there will 
be no appeals to leaders, either left 
or right, and no lobbying of MPs. 
Both the London Federation of 
Anarchists and Freedom Press are 
supporting the May Day call and we 
urge readers and comrades to help 
in any way they can. 

The May Day Committee needs 
help in the distribution of leaflets at 
factories, building sites* meetings 
and trade imion branches. Raise 
support in your trade union or at 
work. Any donations will be grate¬ 
fully received and acknowl^ged. 
Help and donations to John Law¬ 
rence* 29 Love Walk, S.E.5. PT* 


FREE SCHOOLS 
mABERDEER 

IN A ’FREEDOM' ARTICLE a few 
^ months ago* the Aberdeen militant 
'Peter the Palmer' mentioned a move l& 
distribute free schools literature at the 
school of Mr, Goldie, who objected so 
loudly a coupk of years ago to anarchist 
propaganda circulating among hb pupils. 
On Friday. March 21. this freedom- 
loving head got a new headache* counesy 
of ’Peter the Painter'* in the form of 
dozens of Free Schools Campaign leaflets 
and copies of the Free Schools Educa¬ 
tional Supplement. Several of his pupQs. 
who don't share his own good opinion 
of himself, have said they will writ© 
something for a future edition. 'Peter 
the Painter' has gladly promised to turn 
up outside their school and sell it for 
them, Get ready on the line to squeal 
to the kicai Tory press, again Comrade 
Goldie. 

Ai another school on the same day, 
Peter hove in sight, and dumped another 
load of educational dynamite. Jack Mar¬ 
shall, ultra*a«thoritarian head* will also 
have a headmaster^sized headache soon, 
,\tBERT LiOERTXD. 



HAVE YOU GOT YOUR -nCKETT 


Anarchist May 1 Ball at Shoreditch Town 
Hall, Groups include The DeviantaV 
'Blonde on Blonde* and 'Dr, K*i 
Blues Band’. Tickets now ivailablai 
£1 double* 12/6 suigle. Licensed bar 
(exteniion applied for), F1^«e fBt 
your tickets early from Digger* c/o 
Freedom Press. 

















books ? 

Ife ean supply 
any book in print 

WCONDHAND 

We have a large slock of secoodhand 
books. Try us for what you want. TTiis 
mak'i selccuou. 

Spanisdi EVtountain Life 

Juliette de Bairacli Levy 7/6 
The SiDiy of My Dklatorship 

L. H. Bcrcm & L Singer 3/- 
The Borgia Te^tanKmt Nigel Balchin $h 
The Fabric of Europe (1923) 

Harold Stannard 5/- 
The Lyemky Tribunal 

Henry T F. Rhodes 5/^ 
Looking Backward Edward Bellamy 3/6 
Orientations Ronald Storrs 3/- 

Selecfed Philosophical Works 

Alexander Herzen 12/6 
Boston Upton Sinclair 15 /* 

Crime and Insanity W. C. Sullivan 6h 

A Walker tn the City Alfred Kazin 3/6 
WorJd Without Visa Jean Malaquais S/6 
Antoine Bloy^ Paul Nizan 3/- 

TbeSpy Upton Sinclair 5/- 

As Far As You Can Go 

Julian Mitchell 10/* 
The Flowery Sword Ethel Mann in 5/* 

Wages Front (1947) 

Margot Heinemann 4 /- 
Llnderstandlng Minority Groups 

(ed.) Joseph B, Gittler 10/- 
Thc Origins of Art GeneWeltfish 15/* 
Europe in Zig-Zags 

Sisley Huddleston 7/6 


Freedom Bookshop 



MOVING IN- 
AT LAST! 


Editorial office open Friday, April IS, 
6-8 p*iD, and Monday, April 2L 2-8 p.m. 

Note new telephone number: 
BlShopsgaic 9249 

also 

BlShopsgaie 3015 

(Fref_dom and Freedom Bookshop) 
fExpress Printers) 

H«w lampoiaiy address: 

14a WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
c/o Expreai Prinlen, 

(antrmiioa Augal Allay], 
WHITECHAFEL, E.L 
(Uadarground: Aldgate Eaau Exit: 
Whiteobapei Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 

Tamporary opening times: 
TiMday-Friday^ 2-6 p.m. 

Saturday, lU a.m.-4 p.m. 



FREEDOM PRESS 

ms fhe pmhi^hsfB 

m ike monik/y mog<tt^ns 

ANARCHY 

rntd iks wsskiy journal 

FREEDOM 

epsdmsn coplst will 

Im glodiy jtfni on rsquesi. 


Subscription Rates 

(Per ycarj 

lalMd 

'FRF-EDOM^ ONLY £1 13®. 4d 

'ANARCHY' ONLY £1 7i Od 

COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 

£2 14s 4d. 

Abroad 

TEEEDOM' ONLY 
surface mail £1 10s Od. 

airmail (USS8.00) £2 16fc Od. 

'ANARCHY' ONLY 

iurface mail £1 6« Od 

airmail (US$7.00) £2 7s. Od 

COMBINED SUBSr RiPTlON 

turface mail £2 lOi Od. 

Both by airmail 

(US$12 30] £4 5s Od 

'Freedom' by airmail, 

'Anarchy' by surface 

mail (US$ 10.50] £3 17s Od 


PUBUQATWNS include 

Bmkman*M 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (+ 5d ) 
Rocks/t 

HATIONAUSM AND 
CULTURE 21/- (4 4/6) 

RJkkardf 

MALATESTA: His Life and Ideal 
doth bound 21/- (4 1/3): 
papar 10/6 f+l/-) 

BemmfM 

MBTHU EAST m WEST i/- (49d.) 


FREE SCHOOLS FROM BIGOTS’ CONTROL! 


T he EXisriNG school systems 

in N. Ireland arc indoctrination 
camp'i controlled by Tory pronii|»3iiKlNt?i 
iind religkius liigotji. Hic Hoiniiii Catholic 
<«:ectlort ol Ihc population cling to a pri¬ 
vate F^chool sy?>teiii ruled Ijy the RC hier¬ 
archy of iiltra-pjous clergy, and the 
Protestant section use cither llic Unlonisl- 
dommated ^intc schoolsf or. If iheir capital 
Uus multiplied, private lec-payiiig schools 
—facsimiles of the chuiivinisiic character 
de^^troying Eton (mark 1), In all of these 
inviliulions free speech, free thought, 
and any act ions which express indi vi¬ 
duality are disemiraged, Mcaly-inoiifhcd 
religious ostriches like Dr. Pliilbiti, the 
lie lUshop of Down and Connor, Sister 
Virago, llic licadmiMrc^is of St, Dominicks 
high school, and Protestant fascists like 
Stanley Peskett, the headmaster of the 
Royal Belfast Academical Institution, 
make like Gods to produce mental 
dwarfs stunted hy religion, crushed into 
conforinily and deriving life through an 
uncut natal cord dipped in the hot suck 
of capitalism. 

Against this background the Free 
Sdiools Campaign has been active in 
Belfast for the Iasi three monlhs. Ii 
started when the Belfast Anarchist Group 
became interested in an article written by 
Roger Sadiev and printed in Freedom 
dated December 28. This article* entitled 
'TTic Free Schools Campaign’, acted as a 
catalyst for action against repressive 
autocratic school government A mecling 
was held in Belfast and resulting from 
this a member of our group attended the 
first national conference of the FSC held 
in Hoi born on January 4. At this HoL 
born conference il was decided to cam¬ 
paign for the following reforms:— 

(1) Freedom of speech and assembly and 
the right to organise inside schools; 
no censorship of school magazines* 
ciubs and aocieties. 

(2) Effective democratic control of the 
schools by an elecLed school council* 
subject to instant recall, made up of 
repTcscntalives of students and slafi 
in ratio lo their numbers. 

(3) A free non-segregated (by class, reli¬ 
gion* race or sex) comprehensive 
education system. 

(4) The abolition of corporal and all 
arbitrary forms of punishment and 
of the prefect system. 

(5) The abolition of school uniforms 
and of all exams, in their present 
forms. 

At this meeting it w^as also decided that 
ihe magazine Vangi4ard, published in 
London* should become the national 
magazine of the Sehools„ Action Union 
(SAU) which was set up to obtain the 
demands made by the FSC. 

When our member returned from the 
Holborn conference and reported its 
decisions we decided to go ahead with 
the campaign in Belfast. The first step 
we took was to obtain a supply of leaf¬ 
lets* one of which was reproduced in 
FHffcEJOM* called 'Who the Hell do you 
think you are’. We I hen contacted people 
from various secondary schools and got 
them io hand these pamphlets out lo 
iheir school comrades. One of the schools 


in which these pamphlcB first 

handed out was called St. Dominies. A 
savage reaction came frott^ head¬ 
mistress of ihis school—Sister Virago. 
This obnoxious rdig'Diis pedagogue vic¬ 
timised two of the gifls handed 

the pamphlets out by tel Hog them to go 
home and not to come hack. One of 
these girls, Anne Greagsby, contacted a 
member of the Belfast Anarchist Group 
and told him what had happened. As a 
result of a quick meeting which be called 
it was decided lo retaliate against this 
suppression by holding a picket outside 
the school and informing the newspapers. 
Over thirty pupils took part in this picket 
carrying placards, some of which icad. 

Stop Dkctiitorslifp m Dominic's 
Now 

Free Schools Cuiiipaign Agiilnst 
VtcritnisattoH 

Civil Rigliis indude Free Speech 

St, Dominic s Crushed Free Speech 
The following morn mg, January (8* 
the News Lctrer, one of N. Ireland’s 
largest papers, had on its front page a 
picture of the demonstrators with their 
placards, amt nih article entitled ‘Now a 
Free Schools Campaign*. This article 
quoted the statement of a spoke.sman for 
ihe pupils as being— 

AVc came here lo pmicsf ngninsl the 
girls being dhciplincd for simply ex¬ 
pressing Iheir iuvu beliefs,’ 

When reporters asked the headmistress 
to comment on the expulsion of the two 
gtrh for distributing libertarian literature 
she denied that she had done so. This 
lie earned her the contempt of her pupils 
as they liad at leait given her credit for 
one merit; the merit of integrity. 

When the parents of one of the girls 
found out the full details of their 
daughter’s victimisation they were so 
angry that they seat her to continue her 
educaiicn in a state-can trolled secondary 
school; which is indeed a break in the 
tradition of segregated schools for RCs 
and state schools for Protestants. How¬ 
ever, the parents of the other girf, Anne 
Greagsby* bartishe^^her to a private con¬ 
vent school in the country called 'St. 
Joseph’s Convcnl SchooP in order to cut 
off with high waits the ‘corrupting’ in- 
fiuence of Belfast Anarchists. 

The nexi step campaign waj the 

production of a sp^cpl pamphlet giving 
more information the ideas and 
organisation of the FSC. This was 
handed out in St. Dominic’s* St. Mary’s* 
the Royal Belfast Academical Institution 
(RBAl), St, Patrick*s. St. Maiachy\ 
Methodist College and numerous other 
schools. Threats were made by the 
headmasters of most of these schools but 
the worst reaction came from the head¬ 
master of the Royal Belfast Academical 
institution (RBAlj, Mr. Stanley Peskett, 
who victimised two young men for hand¬ 


ing out FSC titcraturc and attempting to 
set up a branch of the Schools Action 
Union (SAU). Peskett informed them 
that they were indefinitely suspended 
from the school until a meeting of the 
Board of School Governors decided what 
was to be done with them. The official 
reason Pcskclt gave them for their sus¬ 
pension was that they had failed lo 
attend morning assembly, another ex¬ 
ample of the type of red herring which 
those in authority use to prevent poten¬ 
tial sympathisers from getting to know 
the truth. The two victims quickly con¬ 
tacted the Belfast Anarchist (3roup. Two 
members of the group phoned up the 
Beifast Telegraph, News Lelier, trish 
News and Sunday News and reported 
that two pupils from RBAI had been 
victimised for expressing their political 
opinions^ asserting their right to free 
speech, and attempting to start a branch 
of the Schools Action Union in their 
school. The papers requested the two 
members of the Anarchist Group to 
come to their press desks and to bring 
with them copies of the pamphlets which 
the suspended pupils had been handing 
out. 

The Belfast Telegraph was the only 
paper which produced an undistorted re¬ 
port of the happenings. However the 
two anarchists wrote to both the Sunday 
News and Letter refuting their 

biased reports* concerning the FSC and 
the character of the two boys* and the 
papers printed these letters, Stanley 
Peskett* the headmaster of RB.AL finding 
himself the centre of a whirlpool of 
publicity, tried to create the image of 
being a 'good sort of chap* by allowing 
the charges to be dropped against one of 
the pupiJs. A few days later many pupils 
interested in the FSC met to discuss the 
possibility of militant action to secure 
the return of the other pupil. However 
they decided to await the decision of the 
Board of Governors before taking fur¬ 
ther action. The latest news from RBAI 
is that a branch of the Schools Action 
Union has been set up* and a propaganda 
camj^ign is taking place wiEhin the 
school. 

One of the big problems which the 
FSC has io contend with in N, Ireland 
is the immense power and 
both Protestant and Roman Catholic 
clergy, and their hostility to reform. An 
example of this was the speech which the 
Rev, Donald Gillies made to the Presby¬ 
terian Synod of Belfast on March 11* 
when he criticised the Belfast Humanist 
Group for 'its attack on the teaching of 
religion in schools’* He said ‘this attack 
was an infringement of authority and an 
interference with the responsibility of 
individual school principals’* This speech 
suggests that children and secondary 
school senior pupils* should be pressured* 


if possible* by their headmasters into 
attending sonic form of religious instruc¬ 
tion. Another example of the type of 
speech the clergy spew to their sheep is 
the speech made by Dr. Philbin, RC 
Bishop of Down and Connor At a 
meeting of the Catholic Truth Society 
in Belfast on March 2 he said: 

Tntegraled Edueiitian carried a sugges- 
lion of idealism and progressiveness that 
iniglit disguise ils real meaning and its 
implitatiom* It would leave many dis¬ 
integrated individuals and disorientated 
individuals would make a disorderly 
society*’ 

Has Dr Philbin lost his wits? Does 
he seriously think that the pupils in ime- 
grated school systems in England and 
elsewhere are more disorientared than in 
his private church-run ‘schools*? Where 
is the evidence for this remarkably ob¬ 
tuse staiemcnt? When he speaks of the 
creation of a disorderly society he sug¬ 
gests that the existing order of repression, 
exploitation* and denial of basic rights fo 
working people in N. Ireland is to be 
endured rather than risk disorder while 
attempting to build a free society which 
is not so influenced by the teachings of 
his church. As libertarians we are some¬ 
times disorderly when we feel the in¬ 
fringement of our freedom but if we were 
free to develop our individuality* pro¬ 
vided wc harmed no other perxon* we 
would co-operate with each other. This 
is the sort of order wanted, not the order 
of force supported by Philbin. 

TTic Bclfaiit Anarchist Group* the FSC, 
and the People’s Democracy arc cam¬ 
paigning for a new sociely in N* Ireland. 
Despite the power lusf of politicians, the 
capitalist exploiters’ love of sfahitity, ond 
the resistance of school aulhorilii^ and 
religious lenders to change, we are gain¬ 
ing more support each day* Many 
people in N* Ireland have come to realise 
that the only form of society desirable 
is one in which respect for individuality 
of thought and action rates higher than 
the slavish acceptance of a morality and 
o society which was formed before their 
birth* fvCt those who wish to wiihhold 
our rights beware? 

D, H, Firkin* 
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Anarchist Feiieration of Britain 


LONDON PEDIiRATlON OF ANARCHISTS* 
AJj correspondence lo LFA, efo Freedom Presa, 
Sunday eveuinj; meelings at the 'Metropolitan' 
fcomer of Clerkenwell Road and Farringdon 
RoadJ, 7.30 p.ni, 

LAVENOFll mix MOB. Conmet C. Broad, 
Il<j Tyneham Road, S.W.li (228 4G86J. 
LEWISHAM. Mike MaJisI* 61B Granville Pari, 

SJ 7 . 13 . ml um 

MALATFSTA GKOUPp ContacL Peg Broad. 
5 Wetbede Court, Addison Bridge Place* W-l4. 
603 0550, Meetings every Thursday at 'The Cedars’, 
(up'.Ljirs roctnij* next 10 Baron's Coun library* 

PORTOBKIJjO road anarchist group. 
Contact Andrew Dewar. 16 Kitburn Mouse* Mat- 
varn Piace, N W 6 Meeliriga 8 p.m. every 
T uevday 

FORWARD W'JMI FINCH'S ANAllCllfSTS. 
Regular meetifijpi, Contact P P . 246 Portobetto 
Road, WJi 

HKKI.EY ANARCHIST MOVFMFNT, Steve 
J cijuin. 7.8 New Road, Abbey Wood* S.P! 2, Tel' 

1 T 35377 Mcetenek every Friday* 8 p.m.. Lord 
Bealey, Bcaleyheath Broadway 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Suppvrt wanted for nunicroui aclivilici in area 
Xeereiary Antlwiny Mallhewa. 35 Mayville «na4, 

J ond on. R 11 MeeBrfaa fnitniidnly on Suniiiy* 
at m Jtainaulr Po*d. F 11 0 VY 

I cn nnnuiea from J eyronKone l/nder- 

irmu, 1 

Aaive gr-.ij. ^ I f V I OKSIONF, N fl PNPV* 
NKWHAM. JfJORD. DAGFNIIAM, WOOU 
FORD arid liMFHOUSK. 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

f-very Wrdueaday at lark Kwbintoti'' and Miry 
r ,''• 21 Ruiiibo?d Road. S W 6 fuff Knu'i 

P j Ip. n p 

SIFCF Ot MUM V SI RFC I APPRM lAIMIN 
St»tlTiy* ' NckiJi HMriir.. H* Mun 

.lid V, Ip.. - 1.% . 7 ( ai 

A| Ir.nnkt Mt l tiSseT ,>i.j IIph^h - £41 

P^ah^uii R>i. SI n Kii- llelU, i .cry fbc.day 
ijf 7 m pm flM ht!- Irnt:i Hcphanl lube.) 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

RIHSlINGItAM ANARCHl.St GitOllr* Secretary, 
Pcler le Mare, 22 Ifallcv^di Road. Fdghairon. 
airrnjngliarn, B, | thenar fan itiKUMhui groups 
held A p.rn, fJii each lueviJay *1 " I he Crov^n", 
Corporafion .SUect tf>pp I aw Courla), Ithniirig 
ham C*iy S i r to Seerctary for detapli 
BOURNEMOLTni ARKA, l.ocal anircluM* can 
tie cufiurted througfi Nigel ffolt, Roastnore, 
Harvey Ko«J* Canford, Wriuhofne, Dorcei (WIm- 
borne 2991) 

RROMLEV ■.LACR PLAC, John and Miifie, 

2 The Mount. Suiiin Wood* Chiilehurfti. I^nt. 


Meotiug;^ above Fridays. 8 p.rrj. 'Freedom* 

CORN5VALL AN ARCH I STS* Contact Aribut 
Jacobs, 13 Ledrah Road, St. Austelt* Cornwall. 
Meetings on the second Frid^ of each montJi at 
42 Pendarves Street. Beacon. Camborne. 7.30 p.m. 
VisitLug comrades very welcome. 

CROYDON IJB£JCTARIANS. MeeUngs eveay 
2ad Friday of each oaontli. Laurens and Celia 
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thornton Heath tUV 
7346), 

EDGWAEH PEACI: action group* contact 
Meivyn Estrin, 84 JEdgwarebury Latte. Edgware. 
Middjc. 

HERTS* Contact VaJ and John Funnell, 10 Pry 
Road, Chells, StcvcDagr 

LEICESl ER FROIECr. f'eaccf Libertarian 
actJOii pnd debate Every Wcdn«4lay at 8 p.m 
at I Ihe CiiKcent, Kbis Sirtel. LeiceHer 
NOEHl SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Finery. 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Geoffrey Barfooi, 71 St Thomas Street. Wells. 
NOriTNG IHM., Meetimfi it John Bennen L 
Flat A, 88 CUreniion Road. W.U Every Monday 
evenija|. 8 p m. 

OUPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholi, 
Nr Sevenuakft. Kent. Fwrv tii week^ a I Gieen 
waya* KnockhoR Phone Knockhoti 2316 Rfvm 
aiicl Maureen Richardion. 

IIEDDITCII ANARCHISTS AND LIBER- 
TA RIANS, Contact Dave Llovd. H Feckenhain 
Rr>nd. Headlesv Crota, Keddltcli, Wcirca. 

WP;SI' HAM ANARf'lllSTS. Regular meeiiniia 
and iictivItJea contact Mr T. IMarit. 10 Tlnckeray 
Road. Fast Harji, F.6, Tcl : 552 4162, 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Diie^moiiiljly niHiInvi G^oupi and hidivirtuait 
tnvilrd to aiinciatt; efo Newell (tee H P 

Fe*'ca flrciiip) 

Oroup AddreMct 

HASH DUN A Wit kl tlRH. Steve GfaJil. Ihccola 
C,..a', ton linn Rnad^ Witklnrd. I 

NOPni east I-SSEX. J*ctcf NtwilL Brwk 

Kciad, Tulltahunt Knfghii. Tiplrcc. I Reynlar 

rric«fiiitji , 

BiSitOPS NJORI FdiiII, Vic Mount. ‘I axlvSew . 
Ci'Tflt Street, Rtvhon) JfiorlRird. Mervi 
rifFfAfSFfmo* (Mr-> Archer* Mill llouie, 
P Uriel ah. Llidnuikird, 

FPPING* John h,rfirit. I** Fcnlfc Avenue. 

I^A’RrOVv”"l,ii rj,||,*. tn Itmnkllne ^•ieM. 
lt>rl(w ttij Aiuieil" Ctunntn*. J7 I oii*h»nk». 

Il)ir1i>w , , 

l.0ir(;ilTQN. Oroiin SimJenn Unkm. 

Louablon f’ollcic of purintt Education, flortlcfi 
J nne. I oughimi, LticK 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

Sta*ui^ fiill, a tWand SitMi. Mmiiltolct I*. 
Nem federation rncclit^H Sfiiurday. A pul *.6 
CuniacI Sei for addre^i 1*11 m 

BI*ArKPC|OL* Compel nirtaUno Seddmi. Ill 
llarcoiirl R<»ad, Illiicknord 1 . « i 

IQLTDN* ConmtijiDf 


CUORLEVt Contact Kevin Lynch, 6 Garffeld 
Teitace* Chorley. 

I^NCASTER AND MORECAMBE. C^ontacl Lea 
Smith* 30 Dunkeld Street. Lancaster. Meeting;^ 
Monday at S p.m.* Phi! Woodbead's* 30 Dunkcld 
Street, Lancaster. ReguEar literature sales^ 
MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP, “The 
Secretary*. Felix Phillips, 6 Draycoii Street* 
Mandvestcr, 10. 

RegiiUr weekly meotings. Contact Secretary for 
venue 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHISTS. Meetings every 
Tuesday at i p.m. at JIB Hi*h Park Sxnmi, Liv«- 
pool S. Contacts Jenny Rathbane. 20 StJton Park 
Rood, Liverpool. 8. 

PRESTON ANARCHIST GROUP* Contact J B 
Cowbum . 140 Wallin I Street Road. Fulwood* 

Preston. Meetings: 'The Wellmst^u Hotel'. 
Glovers Court. Preston. Wednesdays, B p.m. 
STOCKPORT- Dave Crowthcr. I Castle Street. 
Fdficley. Stockport* 

SURREY FEDERATION 

G. Wri^t* 47 CoUege Road. Epsom, Surrey. 
Groupc and individuals tovited to associate. 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Qtou|» and Individuals invited to associate; e/o 
Eddie Pooic. 3 Tdabury* Fimlon Road, White- 
hawk, Hrjjditon. 

nRlGlil'ON B HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP* 
Contact Nick Heath, Flat 3. 26 Oifioti Road* 
Brighton, BNl 3HN. Regular rortnightly nieetiuga 
L'kirttact Secretary. 

frSAWI.KV ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Richard AihwelL 87 Ituckswood Drive, Ootxops 
Green, Crawley. Sussex 

SUSSEX tmiiVERSITV ANARCHIST GROUP 
(>,ee dciads undci Siudeut Oroupi]. 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 

ML‘etiiigv evrry S weck«, NesI invcliiiK in Hull* 
May 4, Src-rrlaryi CoUii BrnilLv, c/o Oitkwuod 
I nrm. Clirtc-cwni-l.uud, Selliy, Viirk^hlre, 
lUKIlOGATE. Cuntaci David Howes* 16 Park 
Parade. Harrogate 

IIUl,Li Jim Young, 3 Fredericks Crescent, Haw- 
ilium Avenue. Hull 

KFlGllLEYi Steve Wood. 26n Cavondiili Sireet, 
Keigliley 

I.VEUMi Direct Action Society Contact John 
Boutwood. 142 liindenel! Road* J eedi* 6 
PON I KIR Ad* CemUct Mike Sltoud* 144 Soulli- 
itale, INtrilrTract 

SKi BY. Contact Colin IJcadle (addre - above). 
Regular activiiSes. 'Freedond aales 
SlIKFI'lEl.Di Dave JefTrics, c/o Students Union, 
Wuiern Bafik. SliolllKid. 10 

YORKi C/o SludcriM* Hepretentative Council. 
OoodrL'kc L.'ollege, Universiiy of York* Flcilinf- 
Uin* York 

WELSH FEDERATION 

Alil RVSlWk'fH ANARCHISTS. Contact Steve 
MilLn* 4 Si. MteiifteFi Place. Aberystwyth* CardL 
giuishirc, Walw 

CAR DIPT anarchist CROUP. All cam- 
■ondMea let'^Fete Raymond, II Marion Sitaat, 
SoioU. CirdHf 

SWANSKA ANARCMtWT CROUP. Contact 

Ian Done, 22 Olanmor Road. Uplandi* Swanaea. 
Weekly meetings, 'Freedom' talcs and action 


projects. 

LLANELLI; Contact Dii Walkv. 6 LltauynaaodY 
Road, Ltandli* Carm. Tel: IJaociJi 2541. 

SCOTTISH FEDERATION 

All correspondence to Bobby Lynn, Secretary, 12 
Ro 5S Street, Glasgow, 5-E. 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST GROUP. Bob Comric* 

288 HiLTde^te 

ABERDEEN FREEDO-M GROUP* All those 
wishing to soil both national and Scotlisb editions 
of 'Freedom" contact fan S. Sutherland. B Essie- 
mofit Avenue, Aberdeen. 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST CROLTP. Rbbert Lynn, 
12 Ross Street* S.E. 

EDINBURGH* Tony Hugties, Top Hat. 40 Angle 
Park T^rraoe* BdiuburaJh 11 

HAMILTON AND DISTRICT ANARCHIST 
GROUP, Robert Linton* 7a Station Road, New 
Stevemton, MotherwelL 

FIFE, Bob and Una Turnbull, 39 Stratb«lco 
Park. Slratbeden Hospital, By Cupar. 
MONTROSE. Dave Coull, 3 Eskview Terrace* 
Ferryden, Memtrose, Angtis. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST ANARCHIST GROUP* Meetings every 
Saturday, 2 p.m., 44a Upper Arthur Street (top 
floor)* 'Freedom" salca. 

SOUTHERN IRELAND 

ALLIANCE OF LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUPS IN IRELAND* Please send all 
communicatjons with stamped envelope to The 
-Secretary, c/o Freedom Press. 


ABROAD 


AU.STRAIJA* Federation of Australian Anar* 
ehists. P O. Bo)t A 3B!>, Sydney South, NSW 2000. 
Phone No, 69-8095. Open dutcuision and Jitert* 
fure sale in the Domain—Sunday. 2 o.m. Calt at 
59 Eveleiflh Street, Rcdfcm* NSW 2015 for per- 
lonat diicotine. tea and oveTnlght accommodation. 
BELGIUM* Oroupe du journal Le Libertafife. 220 
nic Vjyegiiii. Li^gc. 

USA. Janw W Catn, secretary. The Anarcfalit 
of Correapoudence. 313 Pourtti StrecL 
Cloquet, Mmnoicaa 53710* USA 
TORONTO IJBERTARtAN - ANARCHIST 
GROUP, 217 Taryork Drive, Weaton* Oniario, 
Canada. Woekty mectin.fui Read the 'Liber- 
(irianL Tliird issue now out and it was well worth 
waitimi for! 


PROPOSED DROUPS 

CIIF'LTENH AM* Please contact Bcmie Cherry, 
16 Oartjnce Square. Cheltenham, dot. 

IX3NDON, S.W.IT, Tootmi, Wandsworth, Streat- 
liam Pluwe HR TAN 672 84^. 

NEWCA.STLE/WHrrLEV BAY* Anyone wltUng 
pjeoiJo contact Potor D Ridley, 4 RockItJft 
Oardem. Whii^ Bay* Nonlmmberlflnd. Td 
Whitley Bay 2.5759. 

NORTH DEVON. AH those interested in forming 
a local group please contact Hugh Bcrwley. *ltoal- 
hydfl'. NoTtnam, Bedeford. Devon. 

READING* LibGrtariAn and Ar^aivltin group 
woiitd like to contact fdlow aiutrchktj (n iba dii- 
trict and In the uniwflty C/o 37 Kiln Ride, 
WokbiYham. Berkshire. 














AFTER CX>NSIDERABLE ^-avcring 
the Peoplc'.i Democracy (PD) has 
decided finally to go from Belfast to 
Ehjhiin, Realising that the majority of 
the march would be banned in the North, 
ii decided on holding meetings on the 
way, and to start the actual march from 
Newry. Despite this the N Ireland 
Minister for Home AfTairt, Mr. Porter, 
restrained the right of free speech in a 
tactic reminiscent of many of other 
police states, His police woke up fovir 
members of the People's Democracy at 
4.30 a.m. serving them with injunctions 
not to march or hold public meetings 
outside certain ghetto areas. Not intimi¬ 
dated by this they went to sec Mr Porter 
at 5JO the same morning. Mr. Porter, 
dishevelled, unshaven, and in his pyjamas, 
was not very' happy at this return call 
The contingents from Britain, having 
arrived, were busily pursued by the 
RlJC. At a meoting outside Queen’s 
University that morning, the marchers 
were briefed, but a 'manifestation of 
personal discontent* remained a mystery. 
A meeting took place outside Belfast 
City Hall attended by police and Pais- 
leyiies. People then made their own way 
In Lurgan where it was immediately evi¬ 
dent by the tension in the town, that a 
great police force was alerted. Here 


Lurgan court of summary jurisdiclio/i. 
AprU 10, 1569, or the juficihn of 
criminal jusnee as a cathartic game, 

pEST EASY ABED lonighl, citizenry, 
the match is over. The score; 
police £145, dropped charges 7. dismissed 
1, cockups 3, and appeals L 
The Spion Kop end of the Lurgan 
courthouse was packed with cniJiusiaslic 
fans eager !o sec Ihc boys in bluets new 
bansfer, Unde Tom Maxwell (97) and 
a real match-winning Resident Magt- 
saatc, as they were led oui of the 
tunnel by their captain, DT Thompson. 

First blood went straight away to 
the blues with an impressive mass swear- 
in from the jur>' box and ihis was 
followed up with a shrewd stroke that 
bad the scurvy PD reeling when Max¬ 
well proved to be worth every penny 
of his fee by agreeing to let the 
English demonstrators have lime to pay 
their fines (they hadn't even been found 
guilty yet or even pled) from England— 
"You haven’t any Indians or Pakiatanis, 
have you?' Well, then, that’s all right. 

PO situcdc back, henwever, wUh Vmccni 
*rm just back from Derry' Hanna, their 
lawyer, for once in superb form, doing 
a deal with Dt Tbomiwon to get charges 
dropped and then, having got the gulbble 
prosecutor to admit that the demon- 
strutors had been very well behaved, 
only to double-cross him with a left 
wing attack on police brutality This 
sneaky move was rightly deplored by 
the blues' fans who strenuously count¬ 
ered with the unanswerable retort, 'What 
else do you expect from the police 
violence for force as we prefer to call 
it)?' Nonetheless by half-time things 
were definitely going against the force, 
many of whom seemed to be over the 
hdl for this kind of robust game, 
Allegations as to girls being dragged 
by ihdf hair, punched and kicked, were 
let go unanswered by Skipper Thompson 
who was dearly having an off-day, and 
totally unable to combat these uncx- 
peeled tact I from the passive academic 
thugf). 


GOING DOWN! 

FINANCIAL STAIEMLN'I 
L«ili[niiled Expenses: 

IS weeks at £90: £1,550 

Ineonie; Salt's und Subs,; £1,094 

DLI IC li : £250 

PRESS FUND 

FRLSS FUNU 

Peierboruugli; F.W 2;-: SottlliulL DS 
11/-, E^iindon, S,W,I7: H. 3/4; Wj^'^hiiigOjii: 
N.A- 14/-; liondon, L,!: C M 6 Muii- 
ehesltr; O.M Cunsluillon; H H. .5/8. 
l^rtulfin, N,W.2: D.S £1. Lonilud, S.W.19! 
D T 6/8; Woh erhantpuin: .( K W.“ 2.' : 
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^Denotes Regular Conlrlbulor, 


IRISH MARCH 

comrades saw with their own eyes the 
police repression and the fear that they 
caused in ordinary people. Here guns 
were worn by police regulars (first time 
in two years): here any public meeting 
was refused except in the Catholic 
ghetto. This was a deliberate aUcmpl to 
stop the march talking to the Protestant 
working class, A meeting to discuss the 
situation was held in a local hall. 

Frustration, mounted when it was 
realised that the police considerably out¬ 
numbered the marchers. Nevertheless, 
after a lengthy discussion* we were 
swayed by emotional and i 11-conceived 
oratory and the realisation that some 
action had to be taken and wc decided to 
hold a meeting at the crossroads leading 
to the motorway. This was still well in¬ 
side the area. Here occurred one of the 
slickest pieces of police action that we 
have even seen. At the crossroads the 
police attacked. Marchers instinctively 
sat down. The first to sit was thrown 
across the road before the last sat down. 
The police waded in with fisls, black¬ 
thorn sticks and boots, Tt was Good 


Tire second half looked like turn mg 
into a rom when their new young star* 
Constable Flanagan (8 Platoon, riot 
squad) broke down completely under 
questioning. Even (he most parlisan 
fan of PD blanched as the inexperience 
of this young testifier came to the 
surface and he contradicted himself for 
the fifth lime. Sure enough he limped 
off 15 minutes from time lo a sym¬ 
pathetic but embarrassed silence. Right 
up to the final whistle it looked as if 
PD had won the game hands down* 
but in the Iasi minute RM Ma,xwdl 
rallied them to score a glorious equaliser 
with his ,summatiort in the Scott case. 
It had been conclusively shown that Scott 
(a guesi star from KSSF) had been 
charged in error for someone else by 
the incompetent Flanagan and that he 
had only been trying to find out why 
a 17-year-old schoolgirl was screaming 
in the pig-van after having been struck 
by a senior police officer. But el 


Clearing up the 

A S THE BRITfSH PRESS hai once 
^ more managed to play down the 
Irish situation and what it has said 
amounted to farce, it is now necessary 
to clear up the misconceptions about the 
Belfast-Dubiin March. 

There has not been a sectarian clash 
throughout the March. Although the 
Paislcyites are a small minority, the 
English and N Ireland Press have con¬ 
tinuously represcaicd them as being the 
whole of the Protestant community. They 
arc a tiny and exaggerated group of very 
violent extremists who are used by the 
Unionist Government lo justify ihesr 
policies of sectarian division. The fact 
that many of them are in the notorious 
Specials, and who are almost cer¬ 
tainly responsible for the explosion at 
the electricity sub-station at Castlereagh, 
explains the remark that ihc difference 
between Paisley and O'Neill 1$ one wears 
his orange sash over his coat and one 


mrORY FOR 
LONDON SQUATTaS 

P AT SMITH WAS WITHOUT a propel 
home for Wiven years. During I hat 
lime she was moved between six different 
hostcii and reception centres and ended 
up ut tfic notorious ‘hatf-way house' 
Battersea Bridge Building*. I be appalling 
conditions which you know so well were 
too much fur Pal. She fell unable to 
provide her five children with the .siun- 
dard of living wbicii should he i?vciyone'jH 
by right, Aficr being shifted almut ftu 
all thoG^e yearii she decided to do aonie- 
Lliing about it. She hud planned to move 
into a vacant council property and 
put theic until the council eithet gave 
her a /tni book or made a firm pinmise 
to re-houic hci properly. I he mere 
threat oj action wa^ suflicknJ. We linve 
since beard that the local authorities h.ive 
agned to give I'al and her luniily a 
cuuneil Isouse. 

You can get togriher and form a group 
Itii aeliiin, or, if you feci you can't go it 
alone, there arc people in South l.undun 
who will buck you up Wc know where 
property is empty. If you nrc prepared 
to act, we will do our bcAi to help you 
occupy ami slay m If you would like 
assistance or want to help others in then 
light for a decent b»mc. eontacr 

^oulli l>ouduii SriiJiiliers fjruujn 
59 Upper Tube HIIK 

Tel. 674 7«S6. 


REPORT 

Friday. The police were espccrally sadis¬ 
tic towards the women (see court report). 
It was massacre. 'The marchers were 
driven back into the sheltered by 

the local population in homes. 

It was then that wc cx^nenced the 
most moving moment of the march, the 
spontaneous gathering ‘he Lurgan 
people and children and the subsequent 
public meeting. The children revitalised 
us with their gaiety and courage, They 
marched through the police like a knife 
through butter. When a senior policeman 
tried to stop them by saying: ^Halt. Do 
you know who I am?' they looked at him 
and said: 'You are a pig' and calmly 
walked round him to conference 
hall where they reaiartcd the meeting. 

The citizens, bucked up by their chil¬ 
dren's example, sent a deputation of six 
to the local 'barracks'^ protesting against 
the arrests of 17 people bath at the 
crossroads and in the town centre, also 
against the brutality. 

The kreal disLricl inspector showed his 
disdain for normal democratic protest by 
crumpling the note and 1 browing it on 


magnifico Maxwell dosed the proceed¬ 
ing* with the masterstroke that 'it wasn't 
a question of beyond all reasonable 
doubt', but he would choose 'a straw 
in the wind’ (sic), i.e. that after the 
wrong copper had charged Scott for 
the wrong offence he had said. 'OK, 
fine', thereby indicating his guilt. At 
this great equalizer the honest lawmakers 
went berserk with joy and chaired their 
team from the pitch. 

However, extra time witl have to be 
played since Scott is appealing (the 
ungrateful swine) and the scurrilous civil 
rightcTs have pulled another dirty move 
by serving a head constable with a 
summons for assaulting the 17-year-old 
girl With his blackthorn stick—well, bow 
was be to know that she is an MP’s 
daughter? 

Funds will be needed to aid this 
gallant officer of ihc RUC. Patriots, 
rally 1 Send bread now to Robert 
Porter, Minister of Home Affairs. 26 
Marlborough Park, Belfast. No donation 
under £100 accepted. 

Your Man in the Dcx:k 


Confusion 

prefers to wear the sash beneath ill This 
policy deliberately contB ins within it the 
seeds of a sectarijui, civil war, U also 
ensures that Catholic and Protestant 
worker arc divided and live in disgrace- 
fuJ conditions, exploited by both the 
Protestant and Catholic tent-racketeers 
and capitalist-subsidised fly-by-nights. It 
must be clearly stated that despite many 
misgivings over PD'$ itcent actions^ they 
have courageously not fa lien into the 
political trap set by this .sectarianism and 
have always fought io>persuade the wor¬ 
kers of all religions that their interests 
arc to be in solidarity and both should 
he opposed lo aay exploiter. 

There arc a lot of misconceptions 
about PD which is (in organisation) an 
open libenarian umbrella movement. It 
consists of many sections and is open to 
anyone who wishes to speak. Of course 
this means the rise of cbarismalk leaders, 
furthering their own jfactional ends. It 
is also evident that PP will only survive 
if Ihc bulk of the people arc aware of 
this problem and determined to 
carry on their campaign on a non- 
faciional basis with the use of free 
assemblies. 

It may niAt be considered on the sur¬ 
face that the March was a complete 
success, but the numhci of contacts we 
made, the friendly reception wc got from 
ordinary people, and the serious discus¬ 
sion of our ideas by iparchers and some 
seel ions of lire Press, 'Well justified the 
uffort of the London prgunisers for tak¬ 
ing such a large anitehifit mntingcnl 
over M,H 


PoUoa t/Brassment 
at Hydo Park 

frilF. APRIL 5 edilt*>n tff Ihiiiujom 
^ hud a phiiiograph Pf the policu riot 
in Oerry on tlic frotyi Ihri seems lo 
have djiiwn the atlciifion iq i, pidiceman 
at Marble Arch, who took a copy from 
our seller ilicre and rcfui,t;j to pay 
Lir it He thrciUcnviJ tliiit out 

seller 'miglit licar soinfllhni(( taici'. UEhcr 
papers have aho been persecuted, in¬ 
cluding 7 Vie intermttiOtUit p iftics. rhe 
aullioritics appear lo bf Ketijng jumpy. 

If the police tin launch a campaign 
agairist selkri, it if Ihero 

iMC wilnesses preneuL The more iicople 
who arc prepared to •H. «r jus I hi be 
ihurc, the better. 


the ground. The protest meeting in the 
evening was attended by 2.000 people. 

The rest of the march wa.-t like all 
marches. Bad organisation, good impro¬ 
visation* meetings on the way (Specially 
well-organised in Dundalk, and also well- 
attended in Balbriggan and Swords. The 
meeting in Dublin was welcomed by 
3,000 people, speeches at the GPO were 
warmly received. A march took place 
from the GPO lo the Department of 
Justice where c^%pies of the Special 
Powers Act and the Fianna Fail's crimi¬ 
nal injustice bill were burnt. Then a 
breakaway from the Dublin SDA went 
to the British Embassy to protest against 
British Imperialism. 

Despite the bickering of PD and the 
SDA, the message that the majority of 
marchers wished to carry* le, repression 
in Eire, in a subtle form, is Just as bad 
and sectarian as in the six counties. 

Digger Walsh 
Reg Broad. 

John Retv. 


BATTERED 

BATTIPABLIA 

T he sick myth of the stable Italian 

society was given another blow in a 
small town 2t> miles to the south of Naples 
last week. The great myth of the affluent 
contented Common Market pcets apart 
under the repeated blows of the real 
suffering of the workers and peasants. 
In France* near Nantes, the peasantry 
also exploded against the ruinous society 
of the grand comedian De Gaulle, 
Battipaglia is like the crucible of every¬ 
thing that is wrong in Italy, state corrup¬ 
tion, exploitation of the South* police 
brutality as a solulion to economic 
underdevelopment. The workers of this 
small town saw the prospect of two fac¬ 
tories being dosed down and having to 
migrate, like so many of the people of 
Calabria and the South, But uolike the 
same situations which have arisen in re¬ 
cent years (he people of Battipaglia 
demonstrated and struck against this dis¬ 
gusting manipulation of their lives. They 
held a peaceful demonstration which was 
turned into a bloodbath by the vicious¬ 
ness of the political corrupt state police. 
Two died, shot by stray bullets, fired 
from the only guns there, those of the 
police. It is an inevitable product of the 
policies which allow capitalists to come 
into underdeveloped areas and bleed the 
people dry for a number of tax-free years 
and piss off when the lads want some of 
their hard-earned lolly back. 

Battipaglia is not the last place in Italy 
that will see this determined opposition. 
Elsewhere the storm is gathering now 
that people realise that the only way to 
get a decent living is to smash the state 
apparatus that allows this exploitation. 

We would like to point out that there 
is an official State Visit of the Italian 
President to London on April 22, Per¬ 
haps someone might like lo remind him 
of the deaths both in Battipaglia and 
Sicily two months ago that lie on the 
conscience of the State he represents, 
DtGGEJl, 


MAYDAY 
IN MANONESTBN 

lyrANCHESTER’S ANARCHISTS are 
active on the ncwly-formcd Man¬ 
chester May Day Campaign Committee. 
It h in tended that wc hold a demo in 
Manchester on May I. and that we 
encourage workers to stop off work. 

The l.ODO workers at Shell* Carrington, 
seem keen lo come out and wc expect 
more support as May Day approaches. 
The thing is how to get local workers 
lo appreciate the need for a day of 
protest against the Government and a! 
the same time overcome the risk of 
victimisation. 

Unfortunately* the Manchester Com¬ 
mittee, ignoring the advice of the 
anarchist and libertarian workers, de¬ 
cided to conccuiraio their propaganda 
on the Government While Paper Mu 
Place of Strife'. 

The aiiarchisis believed workers to 
be far more likely to respond to a 
(iroaitly-bflMcd campaign against the wage 
freeze, rising retiia and prices. No 
doubt the anarchists hope to involve 
local icnant.s' associalicms which are 
largely libermriau. 

Neverthelcs* (he anarchists are right, 
and the Comniiltce, in Jimiung itself to 
the legal question of the White Paper 
and avoiding the realities of wages and 
living exists, is Jightiug with one arm 
tied behind its back. Also (he out- 
diited noiioii that avc must water down 
our attack on the Labour Goverurttcnl* 
so us not lu put off Labour's sym- 
|iathisera in the raclorics, only has place 
in the minds of live most backward 
social isU. 

Fioaffy, au anarchist &i>cin| is plannc<l 
for the evening of May I. 

North West Workers. 


FIFTH COLUMN 

Mium 

BO MURDER P 

T SAID a fortnight ago that I would 
^ be prepared myself to kill a suffering 
person in certain drcumsianccs: I Ihiok 
most people would. Unless you think 
that human life is sacred it's difficult 
to argue that it should never delibcrntcly 
he taken. And there are very few 
who believe that life is sacred. 

One of rhe absurdities of the current 
riscussion of euthanasia is that so many 
of its opponents are quite happy to 
defend other kinds of killing. It is 
morally right to bomb Vietnamese viF 
lages and murder civilians in their 
thousands; morally wrong to end the 
life of an icurably ill and suffering 
person who wants to die. Similarly with 
abortion: it is wrorig to prevent babies 
from being born but quite all right to 
kill them after their birth if ihey have 
the misfortune to be born to our rulers' 
enemies. 

To the Catholic mililarisi all human 
lives arc sacred—but some are less sacred 
than others. 

As I said very few people really 
believe in the asanctiiy of human life. 

Iwould not argue with those who do. 
TTicre is no point in trying to contra¬ 
dict a consistent religious belief: you 
accept it or you don't. 

! can't accept this principle myself. 
In the hypothetical situation w’^hich op¬ 
ponents of pacifism present to pacifists 
—you have a gun and arc watching t 
man who is about to press the button 
which will start a nuclear war—I find 
it difficult to say with hand on heart: 

1 will never shoot. 

So with euthanasia: if 1 watched 
another person suffering day after day 
from an incurable disease—and if he 
repeatedly begged me to kill him—I 
don't think I could refuse. 

However there arc a number of ar¬ 
guments which need to be considered: 
the disease might be incurable now but 
curable in the future; the sick person 
might be described as unbalanced by 
pain and depression—incapable of 'de¬ 
ciding' as wc normally think of our¬ 
selves as doing; the killer might be 
less concerned with the suffering of the 
sick person than with its effect on 
himself. 

The last point is, I think the weakest. 
If the mercy killer can be accused of 
acting primarily lo avoid his own painful 
experience of the sick person's pain 
someone who refuses to kilJ can be 
accused of being more concerned with 
his own conscience than with the sick 
person's suffering. When you disagree 
with what somebody does you can 
always say that he doesn't understand 
his real motives. 

People arc often reluctant to recognise 
that their actions the responses to their 
own needs, attempts to solve their own 
problems. To point tsis out may help 
them understand their general behaviour 
but it won't necessarily dissuade them 
from a particular action. One common 
reaction is to say: if what I’m doing 
is really to make me feel belter then 
that’s fine; I’ll go on doing it but I'll 
describe it differently. 

It's quite reasonable lo say that the 
mercy killer may act to end his own 
pain but I do not regard this as an 
objection. 

The claim that the sick person can 
be 'unbalanced' by his suffering is more 
convincing. It's obvious that pain and 
the depression which accompanies it 
can make us behave in a way which 
we will afterwards regret. It would 
be nb.'sunJ to ignore the effects of stress 
and act on the first pica of a person in 
pain. 

And it's possible that a disease which 
is 'incurable' today will be cured in the 
future. Seriously ill people have been 
known to recover suddenly: some ap¬ 
parent certainties turn out to have been 
inaccurate guesses. 

But those who suffer from a disease 
for which there is unlikely lo be a 
cure in their lifetime and who spend 
their daily lives in pain may resent the 
suggestion that they should hope and 
pray for a mimcle—or the opinion that 
they are unbalanced. 

A sick person who recovers may look 
back and say: during my ilhiess I was 
unbalanced; but the incurably ill have 
to come to terms with ihdr present 
situation. They may be 'unbalanced' by 
comparison with the healthy—or with 
themselves when they were healthy. But 
they have nothing else: if we deny 
them the opportunity to decide whether 
they should die aren't we turning them 
into corpses before they arc dead? 

I do not want to imply that the de¬ 
cision to kill anmher human being 
because of his pain* his hopelessness 
and his demand that ho should die 
could ever be easy. But somctrmei h 
may be inevitable. 

WVTSIFOBD 


CLASSIFIED RESULTS 

















STRIFE! 


‘In place of Strife’ 


IVfR. WiLSON INFORMED the 

^ TUC le^iders m Friday, April 11, 
lhai irrcspcclive of the "spiel' ilicy 
put fcirward, ihe Government would 
prLK:eed with its indust rial policy 
omlincd in the While Paper ‘In 
Place of Strife". 

The PM made his position vei^^ 
clear, he was not interested in 
amendments but if the TUC could 
present alternative proposals quickly 
they might be considei-cd. Obvi¬ 
ously, this was a tongue in cheek 
gesture. Wilson knows full well the 
TUC is unable to do this even 
though some of its aniUalcd unions 
support the Government's industrial 


Contact Column 


This cotumn eiisig for mucuftl lid. 
Oonaliom towardi €Oii of typeaettiof 
vidll be welcome. 


Lilimt Wolfe thanks aM those who have 
sent her kind messages, and would 
like them to know that she is feeling 
fine and expects to leave Hospital on 
Tuesday. April 15, to recuperate ai 
borne. 

Civil Kiglits Conference. Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.l, Saturday, 
April 19. 11.30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

N*W, Federation magazine. Each group 
producing it in rotation. Donations 
welcome, Phil. 9 Boland Street, 
Manchester, 9. 

Peace News, Six weeks trial offer for 5/-. 
5 Caledonian Road, N l. 

Reading Anarchists, Meeting Friday, 
April 18, 7,30 p.m, Blagrave Arms, 
B la grave Street, Reading. 

Hyde Pork Sunday meetings, 3 p,m. 
Speakers and literature sellers re¬ 
quired. 

Support ‘Freedom' sales. Start now or 
with Scottish edition^ May 31. Com 
tact Ian J. Sutherland, 8 Esslemont 
Avenue. Aberdeen. 

Biafra Action, Contact Nigel Wright* 
1 Colville House. Talbot Road, W.U. 

Seminar on Anarchistu, Leeds. A six- 
week course starling on April 25, at 
Swanhmore Educational Centre (JO 
mins, walk from Leeds City Slat ion j. 
Starts 7 p.m. 

Southampton—Any Libortarian activity? 
Contact Alan—Tcl. 56657 (mainly 
vacations). 

GardlfT Siudenls: Libertarian ^Anarchist 
fnew) group-meeting April 30 (8 
p.m).. Room C, Students Union* 
Dumfries Place. 

Alan Barlow—Comrades wishing to visit 
in Brixton please contact Defence 
Committee* c/o Preedom Press for 
roster. 

ljugc room or cheap Bal wanted by anar¬ 
chist librarian (London area). Box 
No. 35. 

Gmiinni Mofin need& room (Jiving accom¬ 
modation) near Freedom Press. 

Glasgow Aiiardilsts meet socially at the 
Station Bar, London Road, every 
Tuesday evening Folk-singing. 


FREEDOM PRESS 


policy. 

Vic Feather, acting general sec¬ 
retary of the TUC, suggested a 
tripartite Govern meiit-CB I-TUC get- 
together, to work out a solution. 
Obviously Vic was playing for time 
and Wilson realised Ihis. He made 
the point that such an arrangement 
would be 'too long-winded'. 

Wilson is being forced to speed 
things along* the press are stirring 
the ‘mird' up even though the 
majority press opinion thinks the 
Government proposals are milk and 
water. The Govern men I believe they 
are on an election winner* with a 
middle-class vote-catcher on the one 
hand and blackmailing the tnduslrial 
w'orkers on the other, with the threat 
that the Tories w'ould intnxiuce 
Stricter industrial legislation, Barbara 
Castle iried to convince the TUC 
leaders that it would not be all that 
bad, legal powers would be used 
sparingly and no one would go to 
jail. Barbara realises that once 
government action had made one 
martyr the prisons could become 
rather full. 

The Government can continue the 
facade of discussing its industrial 
policy with the TUC as often and as 
long as it likes* but we all know ihal 
in the final analysis the Government 
will have its own way PROVIDED 
rank and file trade unionists co¬ 
operate; if that co-operation is non¬ 
existent, and continues in that vein, 
then the Government will be forced 
to thii^ again. That is it in a nut¬ 
shell, industrial action is the ONLY 
way to defeat "In Place of Strife', 
Left-wing MPs can scratch and claw 
as much as they like, but iheir 
protest is empty* because we know 
that the PM has only to threaten to 
call a General Election for three 
months' time and Tn Place of Strife' 


Conference 
on Workers’ Control 


NEED volufitcers to make racks and 
other carpentry work in new premises 

Get in touch with Graham Moas c^o 
Freedom Press. 


H, l,ondon Free School C^niimigii. Regular 
activities* pruiects, Mike Rowley or 
Roger Sadie V* Kl Ermine Road. 
S,E.13. 01-690 1572 (6-7 pm. pre¬ 
ferably,) 

Inierfisttlonal !^uiumtr Camp, £1 booking 
fees to Ann Lindsay. 39 Upper Tube 
Hill, London, S.W.2. 

North London Free Hchoob r^unipaigfi, 
contact T. Swash* 49 Popham Road. 
London, NJ. 

Help Increase ‘Freedom'i* Circulutiiio, 
Arc you willing to take Troedom* 
and 'Anatrby' regularly to local 
newsagenu and collect returns and 
cath? If so we'd like to hear from 
you, — CIRCULATION APART¬ 
MENT 


If you wtdi to make otmtaef toi m know. 


1 ATTENDED the Seventh Conference 
on Workers' Control held in Sheflield 
University on the weekend of March 29/30 
as a delegate for the Syndicalist Workers' 
Federation The Conference was attended 
by 1,032 delegates including representa¬ 
tives from 13 Unions and several Trades 
Councils, 

Over two-thirds of the delegates were 
rank and file trade unionists including 
Sid Harroway. Chief Convenor of Ford's, 
who spoke on the recent dispute* and 
Paddy Tombes* Chief Steward in ICL 
who was recently victimised and sacked. 

Foreign delegates included Brtua 
GrOndahl* International Secretary of 
SAC, the Swedish Syndicalist Union* 
delegates from the US. West Germany* 
Belgium, Italy and France (from Sud 
Aviation in Nantes; occupied by the wor¬ 
kers during the May events l%8) There 
were ddcgaics representing the Yugoslav 
at)d Czechoslavak Trade Union move¬ 
ment, 

TTie Institute for Workers' Cnnlrol, 
who convened the Conference* are to be 
complimented on organizing this very 
successful Conference at n time when 
the trade union movement stands in 
full blast from the Government and the 
employers. 

The Conference wa.s opened by Brian 
Nicholson, and the first speaker wai 
Emic Robcrii. Assistant Secretary of 
the AEF. He was followed by Michael 
Barratt Brown and Tony Tof^am of the 
liisiitutc. 

On Saturday afternoon and cvenmg 
the Conference broke into seminar!!, first 
on industries—motor ear, engineering, 
fuel and energy, docks, building and edu¬ 
cation. Later the Conference split into 
seminars on more general topics—the 
anti-trade union legislation* the future 


for workers' control, iniematlonal allair^i, 
women's rights and Black Power. 

On Saturday night Ernest M and el from 
Belgium addressed a meeting on current 
developments in capitalism. Later, films 
on the May events in France 1968 and 
Venezuela were shown. On Sunday mor¬ 
ning reports from the various seminars 
were heard and followed by discussion. 

This was followed by Hugh Scanlon, 
General Secretary of the AF.F, and then 
the resolultons and amendments were put 
to the Conference and discussed. Readers 
will forgive me for condensing my review 
in the iniercsts of space. I have room 
here for only commenting on the salient 
remarks of speakers and points that 
struck me as valuable* 

The menace of merge ns to employ me ni 
and the rapid trend towards monopoly 
dominated the speeches of both Ernie Ro- 
berl.s and Hugh Sctmlon. Ernie Rohcris 
wamed. ‘Wc need action to ensure that 
mergers do not disturb the lives of people 
by tlirowing (hem on the scrap heap'. 
Me pointed out that there have been 9(MJ 
mergers in the first nine months of 1%K. 
Hugh Scanlon spoke about lechnological 
unemployment where productivity will 
increase at the same time as unemploy¬ 
ment. Absolute opposition to the White 
Paper 'In Place of Strife’ was another 
dominating ihemo throughout the Con¬ 
ference* Stan Ormc* MP. staled that they 
were not opposed to merely three clauses 
m the While paper but opposed the 
inherent philosophy that lay behind it. 
The riinfcrenee ilircw I la auppori hehiiul 
Nirike acticHi on >Uy uppusBlmi 

In Ihe Whltis paper. 

In fais speech Ernie Roberts called for 
real dcmticnicy tin the job and an end 
to appointments tnride Unions. Tony 
Topham spoke about the Institute’s plans 



would turn into a Labour Bible 
overnighL 

John Bon field, general secretary 
of the National Graphical Associa¬ 
tion, slated in London on Wednes¬ 
day. April 9 Tf the unions are to 
challenge the Govemmenl over its 
White Paper on tnduslrial relations, 
‘in Place of Strife", it is probable 
that ii will have to be done in¬ 
dustrially*. During his speech to the 
annual conference of the administ- 
niltve council of Uie Printing and 
Kindred Trades Federation* Mr. 
Bonfield made a very potent and 
valid point when he Sitid. ’'There had 
been so many dire threats issued 
over the prices and incomes policy 
which have almost invariably lailed 
off into a whimper that it was un¬ 
likely the Prime Minister will place 
much credence on what we 5/1K 
(iiiy ilalics) now'. 

John Boiirield has never spoken a 
truer %vord. Therefore we do not 
SAY anything, wc ACT* Members 
of the Society of Graphical anti 
Allied Trades (SOGAT) demon- 
sirated last Saturday night again "In 
Place of Strife'. One hopes lhat this 
is a foretaste of things to come. i*e* 
STOP ALL Produedott. A Mr. W* 
Freeman is quoted as saying. "This 
is not a protest against the 
employers. It is purely against 
Wilson.’ I have not read an editorial 
yet which opposes the Government 
White Paper on the basis of inter¬ 
ference with union affairs, they 
oppose the Government proposals 
bemuse they do not go far enough. 
"Since when have the Fleet Street 
employers been on your side* Bill?' 

Indtistrial action is the only form 
of opposition a Govern mem under¬ 
stands* even though wc may have 
to wail till May I to implement it. 
Bill Christopher. 
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SACK THE BOSS’ 


A THOUSAND EMPLOYEES of Hoi- 
^ mans Broihers eDginecrinfi works 
marched through Camborne, Cortiv%tdl, 
on April 12 protesting against low 
wages, Holmans employs about 3*000 
men and is renowned in the district 
as a ninelccnth-cemuri^ employer paying 
the lowest rales It can get away with. 
In the past the company has got away 
with just about anything it cared to 
tr>^ on: the present dispute is the 
culmination of several years in which 
each lime a nationally-negotiated deal 
has increased the basic wage, bonus 
rates have been rcsduced to compensate. 
Hence the men have had a rise of only 
a few shillings In the past four years. 

Matters came lo a head in January 
when a so-called rise was more than 
cancelled out by an other reduction in 
the bonus with the result that many 
men found ten shiMings less in their 
wage packets. A semi-skilled machinist 
lakes home £12 or £13 and they arc 
not prepared to pul up with this much 
longer. 

The men began a work-fo-rule in 
Januarj' and ha\^e been slowly turning 
the screw, opting out of the now*derisory 
bonus scheme altogether and increasing 
the cost lo the company of each unit 
of production by three or four times. 
With bonus rates so low anywa.y\ the 
workers are losing little* a factor the 
management perhaps did not consider 
when they high-handedly halved the 
bonus. As one of the posters on the 
demonstration put it: ‘No carrot—no 
effort!' The work-to-rule has been one 
hundred per cent: indeed when one black¬ 
leg was discovered on the night shift at 
Maxam* a subsidiary of Holmans* the 
men threatened to walk out* whereupon 
a management creep told the man con¬ 
cerned to work-to-rule! 

On Saturday the men marched behind 
a banner reading; ’Holman Workers 
March for Fair Pay' and ’Let's Sack 
the BossF Cheering crowds lined the 
main street and the column, six deep, 
filled the high street from one end to 
(he other The men wrote and distributed 
a short* punchy leaflet: 

TROUBLE AT HOLMANS 

‘The workers at Holman's arc pro¬ 


to establish a workers' information 
bureau to collect information about 
agreements and jobs* to keep shop 
stewards in touch with one another* to 
enquire into management practices and 
draw on the services of sympathetic ac¬ 
countants and economists* He warned 
that employers are keen to strangle the 
authority of shop stewards in order to 
reduce their labour force and he called 
for an end to 'back stains' agreements 

Tile almost complete absence of liber 
tartan delegates was compensated for by 
the attendance of Briita Grdndahl from 
SAC who distributed a memorandum 
tcUing of the campaigns that SAC has 
waged for industrial democracy in 
!9wedeo. The memorandum show'ed how 
for many years SAC had carried the battle 
for industrial democracy and only re¬ 
cently hai been joined by elements of 
the Social Democratic Party. 

Although many different political 
groups were reprcsciUcd by their litcra- 
ture, sectarianism did not break into the 
discussion. Criticism might be made of 
the lack of discussion on actual workers' 
control of industry* nevertheless Rome 
was not built in a day and lo gather a 
iarigc representative Conference under the 
banner of workers' control is a ver>' 
valuable achievement. 

David Pioceti 


testing at their low wages. The 
dispute IS a simple one. Wc want 
a fair incentive bonus for what wc 
produce We arc tired of subsidising 
(he incificiency of the company with 
our low wages and would point out 
also (hat substantial sums arc paid 
to the conipany by the Govcrnniem 
which thus compensates for the 
management's incffieicncj'. 

'A fajr inccative bonus should be 
paid to all workers while professional 
consultants go through the whole or¬ 
ganisation of the company to make 
it cfficieni, so that the company can 
be more profitable mid the workers 
he tier paid.’ 

The men feel very strongly that they 
are being made to pay for (he faults 
of (he management* which is top-heavy 
with family names and in common with 
most of the ruling elite of Cornwall 
never had an original idea for the last 
hundred years. Tlie men know they 
could run the company belter them¬ 
selves even within the present frame¬ 
work of fociofy. The proportion of 
supervisory staff to production workers 
is ridieulouiily high and the directors J 

are known to pay themselves at least ; 

£200 a week. 

Labour militancy has been unusual 
in Cornwall where the standard reaaion 
to hard times Is still emigration; Hol¬ 
mans management arc symptomatic of 
the vast majortty of (Govcmmeni-sub- 
sldised) companies in the county which 
exist on low wages and fan(aatic in¬ 
efficiency. Now that Holmans workers 
are showing the way we can expect 
nK>re widespread labour unrest, for un* 
doubted ly moderate attitudes on the part 
of unions and men have been shown 
to be a failure—indeed to he the major 
cause of the very real poverty which 
still exists everywhere. 

Every boss in Cornwall is looking 
anxiously at the Holmans fight* which 
must be won by the men for their wages 
cannot fall any lower. It will be a 
long* hard struggle against such a 
reactionary' management whose standard 
answer to anyone who stepped out of 
line has been the sack. But the men 
are showing that it is solidarity and 
militancy which gets results; manage¬ 
ment is on the run and the superb 
turn-out for Saturday's demonstration 
has undoubtedly demoralised them even 
further 

Derek Jackson. 
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Welsh Example 


'TIHE SWANSEA ANARCHIES have 
produced a fine broadsheet* Alarm, 

So far three issues have come out at 
2d. a copy and selling 1*500 an issue* 

The design work is good and it's a 
clean job despite tbe fact that they 
arc reproducing typescript. Intelligent 
use of an offset Lilho has produced an 
excellent little job. A hit more use 
of Lctraset might help and a bit more 
subbing. That's a minor point The 
main point is that Swansea should be 
congratulated on their imagination and ,1 
work in getting (his out. A good local 
coverage—that will, I hope, expand— 
will give the paper a firm grass roots grip 
—go out and gel the stories as you have 
been doing. Nothing like it for sales. 1 
hope the rest of the provincial (and 
some London) comrades get a grip of 
their kniekens after seeing ihts broad¬ 
sheet. Diogeii 
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